880       LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER From General Butler to Captain Edson
.CIPHER.   Deo. B, 1864,11.20 A.M.
PLEASE have at once all the powder of which I spoke to you put in sand bags or flour sacks ready for shipment. You will see Admiral Porter on the subject. You will get the bags of the engineer department at Fortress Monroe. If not, notify me by telegram.
BENJAMIN F. BUTLER, Major-General Commanding
From Admiral Porter to General BuUer
FOBTHESS MONBOE, Deo. B, 1864, 4 P.M.
I AM all ready, and shall call on the ordnance officer at Fortress Monroe for material.
D. D. PORTER, Rear-Admiral
From General Grant
Bead Quarters Armies oj the Untied States, CITY POINT, VA., Deo. Qth, 1864
Maj. Gen. B. F. BUTLER, Comd'g. Army of the James
GENERAL: The first object of the expedition under Gen. Weitzel is to close to the enemy the port of Wilmington. If successful in this, the second will be to capture Wilmington itself. There are reasonable grounds to hope for success if advantage can be taken of the absence of the greater part of the enemy's forces, now looking after Sherman in Georgia. The directions you have given for the numbers and equipment of this expedition are all right except in the unimportant matters of where they embark, and the amount of intrenching tools to be taken. The object of the expedition will be gained by effecting a landing on the main land between Cape Fear River and the Atlantic, north of the north entrance to the river. Should such landing be effected whilst the enemy still hold Fort Fisher and the batteries guarding the entrance to the river, then the troops should intrench themselves, and by cooperating with the Navy effect the reduction and capture of those places. These in our hands, the Navy could enter the harbor, and the Port of Wilmington would be sealed. Should Fort Fisher and the point of land on which it is built fall into the hands of our troops immediately on landing, then it will be worth the attempt to capture Wilmington by a forced march and surprise. If time is consumed in gaining the first object of the expedition, the second will become